Chapter Information Sheet for Quarterly Reports at Audubon Colorado State Board Meetings

August 2007

September 2007

October 2007

This is a request for simple information chapter activity information that will allow the staff of Audubon Colorado to better present chapter activities at the Audubon Colorado quarterly meetings.  The questions are set up to be consistent with the annual reporting form used by the NAS chapter services staff so that chapters can use these quarterly sheets to more easily prepare chapter annual reports.   Your responses can be as simple as one number per quantitative question or as thorough as you wish on the other questions. 

1. How many programs have been conducted by your chapter so far this reporting period?  ___ How many people attended the programs? ___ 

Aiken Audubon Society



2
86



Arkansas Valley Audubon Society

2
57

Audubon Society of Greater Denver

30
805



Black Canyon Audubon Society





Boulder County Audubon Society

2
180


Evergreen Naturalists Audubon Society
3
138

Fort Collins Audubon Society




Grand Valley Audubon Society




Platte & Prairie Audubon Society







Roaring Fork Audubon Society


2
40

Weminuche Audubon Society


4
152

2. How many field trips were conducted?  ___  How many people participated?  ____

Aiken Audubon Society



4
n/a

Arkansas Valley Audubon Society

4
31

Audubon Society of Greater Denver

16
286


Black Canyon Audubon Society




Boulder County Audubon Society

3
20



Evergreen Naturalists Audubon Society
5
15

Fort Collins Audubon Society




Grand Valley Audubon Society




Platte & Prairie Audubon Society




Roaring Fork Audubon Society


3
19


Weminuche Audubon Society


5
58
3. How many newsletters were published?

Aiken Audubon Society



1



Arkansas Valley Audubon Society

3

Audubon Society of Greater Denver

2


Black Canyon Audubon Society




Boulder County Audubon Society

1



Evergreen Naturalists Audubon Society

Fort Collins Audubon Society




Grand Valley Audubon Society




Platte & Prairie Audubon Society




Roaring Fork Audubon Society


1


Weminuche Audubon Society


0

4. Please provide a short narrative highlighting your most significant action during this period? 

Aiken Audubon Society

Aiken Audubon approached the TOPS (Trails and Open Spaces) Committee of Colorado Springs to see if they would be willing to accept the donation of Redwing Sanctuary.  
Arkansas Valley Audubon Society

Audubon Society of Greater Denver

Hired Carl Norbeck as new Executive Director.  He will start in January. (Received 47 + resumes.)

Fall Members Dinner in October – Cathy & Gordan Illg presented. 64 people attended.

Chatfield Reallocation Study – investigating retaining legal counsel on this issue; Kent Wiley & Ann Bonnell continue to represent ASGD as Technical Advisors.

Susan Smith, Education Director and Audubon Center programs were featured in a video promoting environmental education produced by Colorado Alliance for Environmental Education.

Black Canyon Audubon Society
Boulder County Audubon Society

1. We held a board retreat where we discussed ways to implement carbon reduction strategies locally, including developing a list of actions we will ask the city of Boulder to consider. 

2. Our bluebird trails at Walker Ranch fledged 149 mountain and western bluebirds this summer.

Evergreen Naturalists Audubon Society

Fort Collins Audubon Society

Grand Valley Audubon Society

Platte & Prairie Audubon Society

Roaring Fork Audubon Society

Our programs have been well-attended, with excellent speakers.  The topics addressed by our speakers have been at two ends of the spectrum, in a sense, and yet, of global importance. Our speakers have been Kim Potter on Black Swifts, which have been studied on a local basis and in Colorado extensively, and, Kim Peterson on Aspen’s Canary Initiative, which is of particular interest to our tri-county area (Pitkin, Eagle, and Garfield) because of Aspen’s leadership in this resolve.  The Canary Initiative has also piqued international interest and is a huge investment of money and brilliant minds to try to solve some of the problems of global warming.  

The dichotomy of these two programs speaks well of our program committee. The fact that attendance is on the “up” side (20 + each program, compared to maybe 12 in previous years) could be an indication that many in our communities are interested in becoming better informed on a variety of environmental and natural issues.  We need to hook them and keep them on the line!

Weminuche Audubon Society

1. Worked with Natl. to develop chapter, including membership, Steering Committee, bylaws

2. Developed and present 6-week education program for 3rd graders (Curious Naturalists)

3. Held field trips, meetings and gave several community presentations

4. Worked with State staff to develop grant proposals

5. Please provide a short narrative outlining your most pressing issue for the forthcoming quarter?

Aiken Audubon Society

Our most pressing issue for the upcoming quarter is the eighteen acre Redwing Sanctuary property & what to do with it.
Arkansas Valley Audubon Society

Audubon Society of Greater Denver

Training new Executive Director

Fundraising
Black Canyon Audubon Society
Boulder County Audubon Society

Implementing our global warming strategies. We hope to schedule meetings with City Council members and representatives from Boulder's energy task force to begin to talk about concrete things that aren't yet being done by the city (such as banning plastic bags, requiring businesses to keep their doors closed during cold weather, requiring municipal building thermostats to be set at reasonable levels, and aggressively limiting night lighting). We also need to decide what specific recommendations to provide to our membership to help all of us reduce our carbon footprint. The issue is so complex, and we are struggling to find a list of "one-size-fits-all" recommendations.
Evergreen Naturalists Audubon Society

Finalized an agreement for nature center space at Evergreen Lake. We will have use of the restored “warming hut”, a 100+ year sod-roofed log structure, from April to November to operate a nature center with programs in conjunction with the Evergreen Parks and Recreation District. Now arranging for consultation with the Association of Nature Center Administrators in December to help us plan and organize our nature center for opening by Earth Day, 2008. 
Fort Collins Audubon Society

Grand Valley Audubon Society

Platte & Prairie Audubon Society

Roaring Fork Audubon Society

Our most pressing issue is getting volunteers for our various undertakings.  We’d like to attract people from the Eagle-Vail area, but our area is so spread out that it is difficult.  We do have a few people attend the field trips/programs from the eastern part of our area, but not a large contingent. 

Right now a core group of 7 or 8 people does a bang-up job of providing programs, field trips, and newsletters for 300-500 people.  The proportion of workers to “takers” does not bode well.

Weminuche Audubon Society

Developing a sustainable chapter in a tourist/retirement community
6. Do you have a question for Audubon Colorado or the rest of the National Audubon Society?

Aiken Audubon Society

Yes, with a recent fire that occurred at our Redwing Sanctuary property the issue of non-profit board liability has come up.  I would like to know what the other Colorado chapter boards have in place to protect their board members from liability.  How many, if any, have a D & O insurance policy?  

Arkansas Valley Audubon Society

Audubon Society of Greater Denver

Black Canyon Audubon Society

Boulder County Audubon Society

Evergreen Naturalists Audubon Society

Yes, how can AC be of help to us in getting our nature center underway?

Fort Collins Audubon Society

Grand Valley Audubon Society

Platte & Prairie Audubon Society

Roaring Fork Audubon Society

Yes, why doesn’t Audubon Colorado or National Audubon provide some “kits” or easy-to-manage programs/speakers or leadership that would help us encourage more people to join in as workers. Maybe we need to take a new look at our situation. Our local Board is stretched to the limit!
Weminuche Audubon Society
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