SOARING TO SUCCESS

AUDUBON COLORADO
BOARD MEMBERS:

Officers:
Steve Bloom, President, Denver
Bob Turner, President-Elect, Boulder

Jean Sutherland, Vice President, Fort
Collins

Members:

Joe Bartell, Denver

Pam Butler, Lakewood

Peggy Durham, Evergreen

Rise Foster-Bruder, Colorado Springs
Rebecca Frank, Grand Junction
Bob Johnson, Fort Collins

Baine Kerr, Boulder

Karen Levad, Grand Junction
Chuck McGuire, Pagosa Springs
Bill Miller, Fort Collins

Peggy Montafio, Denver

SekEtta Moss, Cafion City

Jan Smeltzer, Hotchkiss

Gregg Sutherland, Denver

Linda Vidal, Carbondale

ESTABLISHED IN 1999, tosupportNational Audubon Society actigitreColorado
STATE BIRD: Lark Bunting, Calamospiza melanocorys
HOW TO REACH US 1966 13th Street, Suite 230, Boulder, CO 80302
FAX : 303-415-0125

PHONE :303-415-0130

W E Bwww.auduboncolorado.org

What a year of nhew beginnings!

It's true that a lot of unsettling developments mai
things more challenging for most of us—from fi-
nancial uncertainty to shifting political realities
And Audubon Colorado hasn’t been immune.
We've had to tighten our belts and run a leaner
operation in 2009. But what you need to know is
that we advanced at least a little bit on every-cor
servation front, and some major gains were mad
on key issues that are priorities for our members
and supporters. In this 2009 Year in Review ne\
letter, we try to hit the highlights for you.

Among the new things at Audubon Colorado is n
own new role directing this state program of the
National Audubon Society. But I'm not exactly a
new face, having directed our conservation and
policy programs for the previous 7 years. And
before that, | met many of you when | directed
Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary on the Platte River i
Nebraska and the Camp in the Rockies in Wyo-
ming. But none of it was as exciting as getting ir
the thick of protecting the unique wildlife and
spectacular landscapes of Colorado, especially
because of the incredible team that we've assen
bled to get the job done. Ov@000 members

and 11 local chapters in Coloradare the key to
the grassroots power that Audubon brings to eve
conservation effort. At the state level those i$fo
are coordinated by a highly skilled and motivatec
team of professionals, each of whom has an arti
about one of their programs in this newsletter.

By refocusing our programs, we were able to act
ally strengthen our staff this year by adding a ne
position of Important Bird Areas Coordinator, for
which we hired a talented young biologist, Steph
nie DeMattee.The IBA Program is the center-

piece of our on-the-ground conservation work,

enabling us to connect people to real places that
need protection, and establishing us as a stake-
holder in important policy issues. The article on

the next page describes some IBAs that are fgcal
points for bird conservation. But we also have

to protect the larger landscapes where the vari-
ous IBAs are located, and that often requires
legislative action to improve conservation poli-
cies or legal action to directly protect the spgcie
of concern. This year we celebrated two very
significant victories in these two challenging
arenas:

(1) In partnership with a small coalition of
conservation groups, including our Black Can-
yon Audubon chapter, we successfully sued the
US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS), forcing

them to re-do their politically tainted decision
that denied the protection of the Endangered
Species Act to th&unnison Sage-Grousg
identified by Audubon as one of the 10 Most
Endangered Birds in America. FWS will deliver
their own new assessment by next June.

(2) Audubon’s experienced lobbyist Jen
Boulton led the successful effort in the state leg-
islature in 2009 to adopt tmew rules for oil

and gas developmenthat are essential for pro-
tecting the birds of our sagebrush and prairie.
But after participating in the stakeholder process
that developed these rules, the oil and gas indus-
try says they don’t want to play by these rules,
and now they are suing to get rid of them. This
battle will be fought in the courts and the legisla
ture in 2010, and Audubon Colorado will be
there to protect the public against these poweiful
special interests. But we’ll need the help of eve-
ryone who reads this in order to win Stay tuned
for important news on this front in 2010.

These two important victories in the courts and
the statehouse are a testament to the power and
effectiveness of Audubon’s chapters, members
and friends in Colorado, whose advocacy and
commitment to a cause is relentless. Thank you
to all of you who have helped us in 2009 and
will be there with us again in 2010!



In cooperation with our national science staff we a
currently in the process of digitiziradl of our Im-
portant Bird Area (IBA) boundaries. Audubon has
identified 54 IBAs since 1999 when the IBA pro-
gram was started in Colorado. With all of the IBAs
digitized we will be able to create conservation
management plans, share data with other organiza-
tions, and create more detailed birding maps for
birders all over the world who come to Colorado to
see our diverse bird species. We will also use the
GIS data to compare and contrast IBAs to each
other and learn about issues such as species abun-
dance, habitat loss and nesting sites.

Brush Prairie Ponds State Wildlife Areais a wet-
land area in Brush, Colorado that was identified as
an IBA because of the natural and man-made pond
on the site that provide excellent habitat for raigr
tory waterfowl and shorebirds. The biggest threats
to this area are human-induced, such as impacts or
water quality, quantity and flow. This site contmi
about 30 ponds along a restored irrigation ditet th
is controlled by inlet and outlet gates. Adjacent t
the ponds is Xcel Energy’s Pawnee Station, which
also has wetlands that connect to the Brush Prairie
Ponds. This year Xcel Energy is supporting Audu-
bon Colorado’s work on the addition of the Pawnee
Station ponds to the larger Brush IBA.

Audubon Colorado continues to be involved in a
monitoring project that occurs annually in Ban-
nison Basin IBA. Every year at the end of June,
Audubon staff, along with chapters, members and
other volunteers, spend a few days surveying Gun-
nison Sage-Grouse (GuSG) habitat. The data that i
collected is used to track the changes in GuSG
critical habitat. More information about this event
can be found on our website (http://
auduboncolorado.ofg Also, as a result of a lawsuit
filed by Audubon and other environmental groups,
the US Fish and Wildlife Service has agreed to re-
visit the decision on whether or not to list thenGu
nison Sage-Grouse.

Audubon Colorado encourages our members and
other birders to share bird and habitat photosrtake
at our IBAs. If you have any IBA photos that you'd
be willing to share, please email them to Stephanie
DeMattee, our IBA Coordinator at:

sdemattee @audubon.arg

From October 18— 27, sixteen Audubon members,
including myself, went to Washington D.C. to attend
Global Warming/Climate Change Advocacy training,
hosted by Audubon’s national policy office. While
there, we met Audubon’s policy team who shared in-
formation on Audubon’s climate change campaign and
on the impacts of climate change on birds and their
habitat. We also took a field trip to the Envircgmtal
Protection Agency (EPA) to meet with Rob Bruner, a
longtime employee at the EPA’s Air Policy Office.
During our visit, he discussed how the Clean Ait A
relates to climate change. He also talked aboutthew
EPA is providing economic analyses and technical as
sistance to Congress and working with the Departmen
of Transportation to set mileage standards forraoto
biles.

Audubon staff also briefed us on the Clean Eneadps
and American Power (CEJAP) Act sponsored by Sena-
tors John Kerry and Barbara Boxer. This bill isitam

to the American Clean Energy and Security Act
(ACES) that already passed in the House. The denfra
component of the senate hill is “a program thak wi
reduce global warming pollution by 83% from 2005
levels by 2050.” In addition, the bill includes ariety

of measures that will help re-power America witbasi
energy, create new jobs, protect our air and veden
dangerous pollution, and will reduce our dependence
on foreign oil. As a boon to wildlife, this billsd allo-
cates funding to protect birds and other wildfifam

the impacts of climate change.

Before setting us loose on the Senate and HouseeOff
Buildings to meet with our legislators, a Hill $&f

gave us inside information on how to conduct osF V|
its.

After this briefing, | had meetings with three §ta$

and | attended Senator Mark Udall's weekly Meet and
Greet. At the Meet and Greet, we had the Senator’'s
attention for 30 minutes. He gave us a positiverev
view of his views on energy/global warming.

Overall, it was an outstanding though tiring expecde
for me. | had a firsthand view into the legislatj@c-
ess and a solid understanding of what current ¢ima
change legislation is and how Audubon is working to
ensure the most protective legislation possiblerikh
you, Audubon!
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The glorious colors of fall may have faded, but
Audubon Colorado’s Southwest Regional Office is
still going strong! We've made great strides with
our Pagosa Springs outreach in 2009, and to cele-

brate we've given this program a new name. Origi-

nally a two-year pilot project started in April, @0
Audubon SCIENCE (th&outhwest Colorado Ini-
tiative for the Environment, Nature, Conservation
and Educatiohis continuing to provide opportuni-
ties for education and conservation in the region.
Through the generosity of Mrs.

Terry Hershey and the National

Recreation Foundation, and with

amazing support provided by com-

munity members and volunteers,

we’re moving forward into 2010

and beyond.

Since June of this year, our major

focus has been the successful com-

pletion of an expanded season of

Four Mile Ranch Environmental Educatior total
of 610 children (up from 325 in 2008) participated
in science and nature education programs in their
classrooms and at Pagosa’s Four Mile Ranch in
September and October. Participants included
every kindergarten through'4rade student at Pa-
gosa Springs Elementary School, and thfégrade
classes from Dulce Elementary School, located on
the Jicarilla Apache reservation in northern New
Mexico.

Eleven new Volunteer Educators were recruited and

trained this fall, and 7 “veteran” volunteers from
2008 returned to lead small groups of students in

field programs at the ranch. These 18 talented and

tion programs were the best yet, but we continue tg
work to give students the best possible opportufoity
long-lasting learning. Teachers hope to extend the
length of field programs, to allow children momné to
explore and experience the local environment, aod [p
gram revisions are planned to provide more hands-on
participation in scientific studies. New assessmen
strategies are also in the works, so we can bekbars-
ure how increased time in nature and enhancedcien
education benefits participating children. Well b
working closely with participating schools to eatie
and strengthen the program as we plan for the 2010
season.

Colorado’s newest Audubon chapter, the
Weminuche Audubon Society, achieved
501(c)3 status and incorporated with the
state of Colorado earlier this year, and
their board of directors continues to
grow with the addition of two new offi-
cers following their Annual Meeting in
June. The chapter also received its first
foundation grant this summer, allowing
it to purchase liability insurance and a
storage unit for program materials. Programmirig) th
summer and fall included a hummingbird extravaganza
in August (hundreds of hummers at once!), a water:
fowl-watching trip to local lakes and ponds, and tw
visits to a private ranch to assist the ownerseivetbp-
ing a bird species list for the property. The dkap
hopes to participate in Durango’s Christmas Birdi@o
this year, and to get a Pagosa count circle omidye
for 2010 (see the back page for details).

As we wind down a very successful 2009, we aresgrat
ful for the support of the Pagosa Springs community
and hope to continue bringing quality education and
conservation opportunities to the region for maegrg

to come.

dedicated community members collectively gave W 3 W W W W W I WY XMW X

more than 900 hours to help students learn about
science and nature. While this service boastd-a d¢

lar value of more than $18,000, the work provided y¢
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possible without them and their very generous giftsyg
of time, energy, and compassion for children and Yy
the environment, and we thank them wholeheart- y

by our Volunteer Educators is truly pricelessur
Mile Ranch Environmental Educatiavould not be

edly.

Feedback from teachers, school administrators an

parent chaperones indicated that this year’s educaKKKKKKK¥¥K¥¥¥¥¥¥¥K¥

X Thanks to Audubon’s Corporate Sponsors:

KK

KEKEKKKKKK

KKK



participation details.
& Saturday, December 1®Rocky Mountain National

Park CBC. Participants meet at 8 a.m. at RMNP Head-
quarters. To guarantee a spot on a team, eméaikby

15 your intent to participatesprey@estesvalley.net

Audubon Colorado continues to work with Front
Range Earth Force and Denver Public Schools to
offer TogetherGreen Schools programming to ele-
mentary and middle school-aged youth.

Sunday, December 2@awn to Sunset CBC Boul-
der County Audubon Society's count event. Joinaine
We are in the second year of this program and sev- the teams of 2 to 5 birders, all or part of the, amy

eral elementary and middle school classrooms have at your backyard feeders. Contact Bill Schmoker for
signed on to complete energy audits of their information. 303-494-2468 dill@schmoker.org
schools. We are also sponsoring teacher develop-

ment events in Denver where all are invited to come Sunday, January 1, 2010rban Denver Christmas
and check out our energy efficiency tools and edu- Bird Count. Offered in Partnership with Denver Field
cational products. Our next event will be on Janu- Ornithologists.Contact Hugh Kingery, 303 814 2723
ary 14th from 4:30 to 6:30pm at the Forest Room 5 or go on-line to www.denveraudubon.arg

in Denver. All teachers and interested folk are in-  www.dfobirder.org The count covers a circle with a
vited to attend. We will also continue to work lwit ~ 15-mile diameter that includes the Northwest seafor
Front Range Earth Force to train Denver teachers t the Metro area.

use TogetherGreen Schools tools in their class-
rooms.

Saturday, December 1Burango Bird Club CBC.
Meet at 8am at Durango’s Santa Rita Park. Theae is
Audubon Colorado will also be hosting a series of $5 charge for participation and bring a lunch. @oh
information sessions down in Pagosa Springsto ~ Susan Allerton at sallerton@earthlink.net

share our TogetherGreen Schools materials and
tailor our curriculum to the needs of rural communi
ties.

0
We would once again like to thank Toyota Motor #%

Company North America for its generous support of
our work. We'd also like to thank Wells Fargo and
Newmont Mining Company for their support of the
successful continuation of our program.

More specific information about TogetherGreen
Schools can be found at:
http://togethergreendenver.wetpaint.com/

Well-known for males' elaborate courtship diss
plays, Greater Sage-Grouse are strongly tied to
the sagebrush habitats of western North Amer;

) *

From Alaska to Antarctica, thousands of volun-
teers are preparing for the longest running Citizen
Science survey, kicking off on Monday, December
14, and ending Tuesday, January 5. The data col-
lected will add to the knowledge gained in the past
regarding bird populations and trends.

Several birding events are scheduled across the
state for anyone who is interested:

Saturday, December 1%ort Collins CBC.
Contact Nick Komar afjuetzal65 @ comcast. nfer

ica. Itis now found primarily in eastern Mon-
tana, Wyoming, northwestern Colorado, Utah,
southern Idaho, Nevada, and northeastern Cali-
fornia. The diet of Greater Sage-Grouse through-
out the year consists largely of the leaves of a
number of species of sagebrush. Millions of héc-
tares of native shrub-steppe habitat dominated
by sagebrush have been lost to the combined
effects of energy development, certain agricul*
tural practices, urban development, and poor
grazing management.



